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information which reached the Austrian Government, and which was
confirmed by the reports of individual refugees who returned to
Austria and fell into the hands of the police, was to the effect that
the Austrian Nazis were being organized into an Austrian Legion,
and were receiving definite military training. According to these
reports, the members of the Legion were wearing the uniform and
equipment of members of the Nazi S.A., and they were being trained
in the use of rifles, machine guns and hand grenades. In the middle
of September the Austrian Government protested through their
representative in Berlin against the military training of the Austrian
Legion. They were told in reply that the information which had
reached them was entirely without foundation and that the refugees
were merely assembled in labour camps in the interests of public
order. This answer did not dissipate the suspicion that a Nazi coup
was in preparation which would be supported by an armed incursion
from across the frontier. The tension was increased during the
summer and autumn of 1933 by numerous incidents on the frontier,
and the Austrian frontier guards were strongly reinforced at the end
of August, after the sensational rescue from prison and escape into
Italy of a Nazi leader named Hofer who had been concerned in the
attack on Dr. Steidle in June.

While Nazi propaganda continued to be broadcast from Munich
and showed no signs of flagging in Vienna and the provinces, outrages
committed by Nazis were of less frequent occurrence during the
summer months, and the public meetings and festivities which took
place in Vienna in the middle of September in connexion with the
German Catholic Congress and the commemoration of the delivery
of Vienna from the Turks were not marred by serious disturbances.
Arrests of suspected persons continued, however; and at the end of
September the Government decided to open concentration camps in
which 'enemies of the state' could be confined. On the 3rd October
a new series of acts of violence began with an attack on Dr. Dollfuss
by a young man whose membership of the Nazi Party was proved
to the satisfaction of the police. Two shots from a revolver were
fired at the Chancellor at close quarters, but his injuries were only
slight, and the incident reacted in the Government's favour by rally-
ing public opinion to their support. At the same time, there were
Nazi activities in Styria which were said to have been prevented only

of August, but not all of those who had reasons for leaving Austria would
be suitable for incorporation in the Legion. Between the middle of August
and the first week in December 1933 over 2,000 Nazi fugitives were deprived
of their Austrian citizenship. At the time of the Nazi Putsch in July 1934, the
strength of the Austrian Legion was generally estimated to be about 15,000.